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Small Regional University Branch Campus 

 

Rural, high poverty area 

 

Reading classes for pre-service teachers 

 

Fall 2010 – first experience with iPad 

 

Serendipity: A Breakthrough for Josh 

 



Rapid proliferation of iPads in schools 

 

Exploratory research 

 

Mixed methods study 



Research Question 1: Is there a difference 
in the effectiveness of one-on-one 
tutoring of struggling readers facilitated 
with an iPad compared to tutoring 
without the use of the iPad? 
 

Research Question 2: How are sessions 
and results of both iPad-facilitated and 
non-iPad facilitated tutoring perceived 
by tutors? 



Fall 2011 Diagnosis and Remediation 

class 

Training with iPads for all 6 students 

3 randomly selected to tutor using iPads 

Tutored struggling readers for ~6 weeks 

Data collected:  Pre/post test documents; 

lesson plans; reflections; final reports; 

follow-up recorded interviews 



STUDENTS OF IPAD USERS 

STUDENTS OF NON-IPAD 

USERS 

Teacher 

Candidate 

Number of 

Grade Levels of 

Improvement 

Documented 

TC 1 0 

TC 2 0 

TC 3 1 

Teacher 

Candidate 

Number of 

Grade Levels of 

Improvement 

Documented 

TC 4 1 

TC 5    0* 

TC 6 1 

*1 year’s progress in Listening    

Level was achieved. 

 



Theme TC 1 TC 2 TC 3 

Expected success with iPad √ √ 

Enjoyed tutoring with iPad √ √ 

Perceived improvement using iPad √ √ √ 

Experienced student decline in an area √ 

Felt rushed, no time to get adequate support √ 

iPad was useful √ √ 

iPad was not useful √ 

Lack of knowledge of appropriate apps and how to use them √ √ √ 

Used computer as substitute √ 



Effect of iPads cannot be determined. 

 

Teacher quality probably clouded the 

results. 

 

Teacher candidates did not have enough 

training with iPad. 

 



 Introduce iPad use earlier in the ELED 

Reading program 

 

Change the design to mitigate effect of 

teacher quality. 



Summer 2012 Graduate Reading Specialist 
Practicum classes 

Distributed iPads early and provided 
specific instruction in ways to use them. 

6 graduate students each tutored 1 high 
school student with iPad and 1 younger 
student without iPad. 

Data collected:  Pre/post test documents; 
lesson plans; reflections; final reports; 
follow-up recorded interviews 
 



STUDENTS TUTORED WITH 

IPADS 

STUDENTS TUTORED 

WITHOUT IPADS 

Grad 

St. 

Test Improvement 

from pre to post? 

GS 1 St. An. yes 

EOI C yes 

EOI  W yes 

GS 2 Inst. 

Oral 

yes 

Inst. 

Silent 

no 

6+1 yes 

Grad 

St. 

Test Improvement 

from pre to post? 

GS 1 Phonics Yes 

Fluency Slight 

Vocab. Yes 

Rdg. 

Comp. 

No post test 

Writing Yes 

GS 2 Inst. Oral no 

Inst. 

Silent 

no 

Phonics yes 

6+1 yes 



Theme GS 1 GS 2 GS 3 GS 4 

Most satisfying aspect: growth of students √ √ √ √ 

Frustrating aspect: finding appropriate apps √ √ √ 

Perceived improvement using iPad √ √ √ √ 

Perceived iPad primarily as a motivational tool √ √ 

Used iPad to help student make digital 

connections outside “school” 

√ √ 

Mentioned mobility/portability as a positive 

aspect 

√ √ 

Want to continue using iPads for tutoring and/or 

in classroom 

√ √ √ √ 



 Insufficient data to draw conclusions as to 

effect of iPad in tutoring. 

 

Grad students struggled with finding 

appropriate apps for older students. 

 

All grad students felt use of the iPad 

facilitated improvement. 



All grad students saw iPad as a motivator 

and a tool for traditional literacy. 

 

Some grad students have a growing 

understanding of iPad as a social media 

connector related to the New Literacies.  

 

All grad students want to continue using 

iPads 

 



Fall 2012 Diagnosis and Remediation 
class 

More extensive/intensive training with 
iPads for all 7 students 

4 randomly selected to tutor using iPads 
TCs will tutor struggling readers for ~6 

weeks 
Data to be collected:  Pre/post test 

documents; lesson plans; reflections; final 
reports; follow-up recorded interviews 
 



The jury is still out . . . 

 
An iPad may help a good teacher be 

more effective; it may frustrate a weaker 

teacher and make him/her less effective 

if required to use it. 



Nine of ten participants had positive 
feelings toward use of the iPad. 
 

To use iPads effectively, teachers/tutors 
must have a thorough knowledge of 
appropriate apps and capabilities. 
 

Teachers/tutors need insight into how to 
use the iPad as more than a motivator or a 
portable skills/drill center. 
 
 



Need a larger population of subjects 

 

Options – continue to repeat studies over 

several more years or— 

 

Find other researchers who can 

collaborate to complete similar studies 

and combine results. 


